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BISHOPBISPEAKS

Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, and my dear Lay Faithful,

Greetings of peace in the name of the Risen Lord!

In every age, the Church has journeyed through challenges,
transitions, and moments of profound grace. At the heart of her
pilgrimage stands the enduring ministry of the Roman Pontiff,
the Successor of St. Peter, entrusted by Christ with a unique
mission: to be the visible source and foundation of unity in faith,
charity, and governance.

The supremacy of the Pope is not one of domination but of
service. Rooted in Christ’s words—"You are Peter, and on this
rock | will build my Church” (Mt 16:18)—the Pope is called to
strengthen his brethren (cf. Lk 22:32), uphold apostolic tradition,
and guide the universal Church with pastoral wisdom.

The FirstVatican Council (1870), in its dogmatic constitution
Pastor Aeternus, solemnly defined Papal Primacy: the Pope
possesses not only a primacy of honour but also of jurisdiction.
Regarding Papal Infallibility: when the Pope speaks ex cathedra
on matters of faith or morals, he is preserved from error by the
Holy Spirit. “This See of St. Peter remains everfree from all blemish
of error.” (Pastor Aeternus, Vatican |).

The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) emphasized
collegiality: the Pope governsthe Church in communion with the
bishops, notinisolation. Nevertheless, Vatican |l reaffirmed that
the Pope, by virtue of his office, holds full, supreme, and universal
power. As Lumen Gentium 22 states, “The pope’s power of
primacy over all, both pastors and faithful, remains whole and
intact... and heis always free to exercise this power.”

Thisteachingisfurtherconfirmedinthe 1983 Code of Canon
Law: “The office uniquely committed by the Lord to Peter, the first
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of the Apostles, and to be transmitted to his successors, abides

inthe Bishop of the Church of Rome. Heisthe head ofthe College
of Bishops, the Vicar of Christ, and the Pastor of the universal
Church on earth. By virtue of his office, he possesses supreme,
full, immediate, and universal ordinary power in the Church,
which he can always freely exercise” (can. 331). Moreover, “The
Roman Pontiff not only has power over the universal Church but
also possesses ordinary power over all particular Churches and
theirgroupings” (can. 333 §1). This, in turn, reinforces the proper,
ordinary, and immediate power which the bishops hold in their
particular Churches.

In a fragmented world, the Pope stands as a sign of
communion and a guardian of the deposit of faith—calling us
back to the Gospel, defending human dignity, and urging us
toward peace and justice.

To this sacred office of the Petrine Ministry, Pope Leo XIV,
born Robert Francis Prevost, was elected on 8 May 2025 as the
267th Supreme Pontiff of the Catholic Church.

Hewas bornon 14 September 1955 in Chicago, Illinois, USA,
to devout Catholic parents: Louis Marius Prevost, of French and
Italian descent, and Mildred Martinez, of Spanish descent. As
their third son, he grew up in a deeply faithful environment. He
first studied at the Minor Seminary of the Augustinian Fathers
and later earned a degree in Mathematics from Villanova
University, Pennsylvania, in 1977, where he also studied
Philosophy.

That same year, on 1 September, he entered the novitiate of
the Order of Saint Augustine (O.S.A.) in St. Louis, within the
Province of Our Lady of Good Counsel (Chicago), making his first
profession on 2 September 1978 and his solemn vows on 29
August 1981.
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He was ordained a priest on 19 June 1982 and obtained a

licentiate in Canon Law from the Pontifical University of St.
Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum) in Rome in 1984. While preparing
his doctoral thesis, he was sent to the Augustinian mission in
Chulucanas, Piura, Peru (1985-1986). In 1987, he successfully
defended his thesis on The Role of the Local Priorin the Order of
Saint Augustine.

He served the Augustinian Province of “Mother of Good
Counsel” in Olympia Fields, lllinois, as vocation and missions
director, and later held various leadership roles: prior of the
community (1988-1992), formation director (1988-1998), and
instructor for professed members (1992-1998). Concurrently, he
served inthe Archdiocese of Trujillo as judicialvicar (1989-1998),
professor of Canon Law, Patristics, and Moral Theology, and as
pastor in poor suburbs—caring for the faithful of parishes like
Our Lady Mother of the Church and Saint Rita.

In 1999, he was elected Provincial Prior of his Augustinian
Province, and in 2001, the General Chapter elected him Prior
General of the Order of Saint Augustine, a role he held for two
terms until 2013. During his tenure, he visited Pollachi, Tamil
Nadu, in 2006, encouraging students and teachers at
Shenbagam Matriculation Higher Secondary School and
celebrating Mass with priests of the Sancta Monica Community
of Augustinian Fathers at Zamin Uthukuli.

Returning to Chicago in 2013, he served as director of
formation, first councilor, and provincial vicar. On 3 November
2014, Pope Francis appointed him Apostolic Administrator ofthe
Diocese of Chiclayo, Peru, and later, on 26 September 2015, as
its Bishop.

His ecclesial service continued with his appointments:




President of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America (2023).
On 30 September 2023, Pope Francis elevated him to the College
of Cardinals.

Through prayerful discernment, the College of Cardinals
elected him as Supreme Pontiffon 8 May 2025. Now, as Pope Leo
X1V, he steps into the shoes of the Fisherman, continuing the
apostolic mission entrusted to St. Peter by the Lord Jesus Christ.

At the solemn inauguration of his pontificate, Pope Leo XIV
expressed his desire to be a “servant of hope” and a “bridge of
peace” in a world often wounded by division and despair. In his
early addresses, he emphasized the urgent need for peace among
nations, unity withinthe Church, and areturntothe fundamentals
of faith and charity.

Let us, as one Church, raise fervent prayers for the success
of his ministry. May the Holy Spirit fill Pope Leo XIV with wisdom
and strength. May his leadership guide the Church ever more
deeply into the heart of Christ, and may his Petrine ministry be
richly blessed with holiness, courage, and fruitfulness.

Letus proclaim with one heart and voice: “Ad multos annos,
Papa Leo!”

Yours devotedly in Our Lord,
+ & QAM“J\J\-‘D

+ Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Antonysamy
Bishop of Palayamkottai

During my absence from the Diocese from 27" May to 19" ‘
June 2025, Rev. Msgr. V.K.S. Arulraj, the Vicar General, will
be incharge for the Diocesan administration.

+S. Antonysamy D.D., D.C.L.,
Bishop of Palayamkottai

.
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS

June - 2025
Date Time Programme
27.05.2025
- USA
19.06.2025
21.06.2025 |06.30 p.m. | Grotto Blessing, Vaikalipatti
22.06.2025 |06.00 p.m. | Corpus Christi Procession,
St. Francis Xavier’s Cathedral,
Palayamkottai
25.06.2025 [11.00 a.m. | Holy Spirit Mass, Christ Hall
Seminary, Karumathur
06.00 p.m. | Blessing of the Stations of the
Cross, Batlagundu
26.06.2025 110.30 a.m. | MMSSS Annual General Body
Meeting, Madurai
06.00 p.m. | Mass, Vadipatti
27.06.2025 |[10.00 a.m. | Blessing and the Inauguration of
the Sacred Heart Retreat Centre,
Agilandapuram
06.00 p.m. | Feast Mass, Irudaya Nagar
28.06.2025(11.00 a.m. | FIHM Infant Jesus Province Feast,
Madurai
06.00 p.m. | Feast Mass, Anjal Nagar, Madurai
29.06.2025 |08.00 a.m. | PresbyteryBlessing and
Confirmation Mass, Niraivazhvu
Nagar, Virudhunagar
06.00 p.m. | Church Blessing, Kovilpatti

Secretary to the Bishop
Cell No. 9488534455
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IB6iT :  01-07-2025 aiFeu6uml
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LDIMT&E18L, LITEm6IT

FROM VICAR GENERAL'S DESK

Announcements

Dear Brother Priests,

The monthly recollection for June will be held on 12, Thursday.
Kindly take note of the date and participate inthe recollection

without fail.
9.30 Registration
10.00 Adoration

11.30 Spiritual Conference “Enhancing the Quality
of our Prayer Life” by Rev. Fr. Kumar Raja.

Please note that we will have the “ongoing formation” on 23"
and 24" Wednesday and Thursday of July.

The dates of annual retreat from October 12t to 17%.

Thankyou for your cooperation and active participation.

Rev. Fr. V.K.S. Arulraj
Vicar General
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RELIGIOUS PRIESTS
TSTRANSFERS & APPOINTMENTS - 2025
DIOCESE OF PALAYAMKOTTAI

Assistant Parish Priests

Shenkottai Rev. Fr. Michael Arockiasamy SVD
Jawahar Nagar Rev. Fr. F. Michael Raj HGN
Tenkasi Rev. Fr. G. Geo Santhanam HGN
Kovilpatti Rev. Fr. Kulandai Raj MF
Kamanayakkanpatti | Rev. Fr. Niro Stalin JH

ANNIVERSARIES

«>[BIRTHDAYS &=
01/06/ Fr.Vincent |
02/06/ Fr. Xavier Terrence T.
03/06/ Fr. Jeni Vimal Naveen J. MSFS
09/06/ Fr.Jegan P.
09/06/ Fr. Jeya Kumar ISCH
10/06/ Fr. Michaelraj M.
17/06/ Fr. Anand Kumar K. MOC
19/06/ Fr. Sagaya John J.
23/06/ Fr. Arul Maria Nathan J.
29/06/ Fr. Gerry Thisai
29/06/ Fr. Simon Selvan |.

Dear Fathers, onyour special day, itis our privilege to appreciate
your valuable ministry for the people of God. May God shower
His grace upon you on this birthday! “MANY MORE HAPPY
RETURNS OF THE DAY”
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QORDINATION DAYS#

05/06/1994 Fr. Alphonse Arulanandam (’I")

21/06/2009 Fr. Anto P. Fr. ArulAntony S. 3" #
Fr.Jegan P.

30/06/2001 Fr.Ericloe

30/06/2020 Fr.JeniVimalNaveen J. MSFS

DearFathers, We praise God for your Priesthood and your service
to His people. May the Power of His Spirit guide you in your
ministry and all through your life! |

=< FEAST DAYS % S
01/ 06 / Feast of St. Justin the Martyr Ce[el&ra (%4
Fr. Rex Justin S. the .
13/ 06/ Feast of St. Antony of Padua geas‘*s
The Most Rev. S. Antonysamy D.D., D.C.L.,

Fr. Anto P Fr. Antony A. Cruz
Fr. Antony Raj S. Fr. Antony Raj M.

Fr. Antony Raj V.S. Fr. AntonyrajJ

Fr. Antonysamy M.S. Fr. Antonysamy S.A.
Fr. Antony Xavier A. Fr. ArulAntony S.

Fr. Antony Gnana Dhinakaran

19 /06 / Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Brothers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

21/06/ Feast of St. Aloysius Gonzaga

Fr. Gnanapragasam F. Fr. Aloysius Durairaj L.
Sisters of St. Louis Gonzaga

29/ 06 / Solemnity of SS. Peter and Paul

Fr. PeterA. Fr. Simon Selvan I.
Fr. Peter Pitchaikan A.

Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters, may your patron saints bring
God’s love and Grace into your lives. May your ministry and service
for His glory be the source of joy to your people! “HAPPY FEAST”

=< NECROLOGY %
We remember our beloved Fr. Arulappan S.L., in our:

prayersonlJune 15, hisdeath anniversary. May His Soul
Restin Peace!
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TRIBUNAL (May 2025)
The following cases are annulled:
1. Mr. Anthony Raj (Palayamkottai) Vs Mrs. Thamarai Selvi
(Palayamkottai).
2. Mrs. Arul Mary Sonia (Vaikalipatti) Vs Mr. Francis M.
(Vadipatti, Madurai).
Rev. Dr. Fr. Xavier Devasagayam, Judicial Vicar
Palayamkottai Diocese

Tribunal income from November 2024 to May 2025: Rs. 13,500/-

Peter’s Pence Collection—29.06.2025
To the Holy Father in his service to the Universal Church
Sunday after the Solemnity of SS. Peter and Paul.

Rev.Fr. Deepak Michael Raja C., Procurator
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PARISH MONTHLY COLLECTION
(JANUARY TO APRIL - 2025)

S.No| Parish Name Diocesan Holy Holy
Maintenance | Childhood | Holy See Land
Fund Feb’2025 Mar'2025| Apr'2025
Jan’2025

1 | Agarakattu 4,230.00 4,330.00 4,110.00 -
2 | Alangulam 1,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 6,000.00
3 | Alavanthankulam 3,834.00 3,728.00 2,850.00 -
4 | Ambasamuthuram - - - -
5 | Avudayanoor 2,610.00 2,290.00 2,210.00( 17,300.00
6 | Cheranmahadevi 5,509.00 6,341.00 5,778.00] 34,368.00
7 | Chidambarapuram 1,753.00 1,446.00 1,526.00 7,000.00
8 | Duraisamypuram 1,000.00 2,800.00 800.00 -
9 | llayarasanendal 1,482.00 1,758.00 1,681.00 -
10 | Iruthayakulam 4,100.00 4,270.00 - -
11 | Iruthayanagar - - - -
12 | Jawahamagar 23,458.00 | 25,912.00 | 21,661.00| 1,00,001.00
13 | Kadayam 1,000.00 3,500.00 1,000.00 -
14 | Kallidaikurichy 3,832.00 3,298.00 - -
15 | Kalugumalai 6,620.00 5,160.00 - -
16 | Kamanayakanpatti 8,030.00 8,275.00 8,100.00 -
17 | Karuthapillaiyur 3,055.00 2,950.00 2,984.00] 16,500.00
18 | Kayathar 2,015.00 3,400.00 2,700.00 -
19 | Kovilpatti - - -| 21,000.00
20 | Kuruvikulam 800.00 900.00 800.00 1,100.00
21 | KTC Nagar 3,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 29,750.00
22 | Maharajanagar 5,800.00 - - -
23 | Melailandaikulam 1,480.00 1,820.00 1,100.00 4,600.00
24 | MelaMeignanapuram) 1,000.00 1,480.00 900.00 4,940.00
25 | Nallatinputhur 2,170.00 2,480.00 2,220.00 8,570.00
26 | Nettur 1,000.00 - - -
27 | Palayamchettikulam - - - -
28 | Palayamkottai 26,136.00 | 24,717.00 | 21,732.00| 80,969.00
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S.No| Parish Name Diocesan Holy Holy
Maintenance |Childhood | Holy See Land
Fund | Feb’2025 | Mar'2025| Apr2025
Jan’2025

29 | Pandarakulam 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 -
30 | Pavoorchatram 2,550.00 2,500.00 2,120.00| 12,590.00
31 | Pettai 3,520.00 3,240.00 3,450.00| 10,300.00
32 | Puliankudi 3,590.00 3,350.00 3,040.00 -
33 | Puliampatti 9,860.00 | 16,540.00 8,920.00 -
34 | Sankarankoil 540.00 690.00 870.00 -
35 | Sankarnagar 2,321.00 2,300.00 1,600.00 7,118.00
36 | Sendamaram 2,170.00 2,071.00 2,060.00 -
37 | Shanthinagar 2,000.00 4,140.00 2,000.00( 32,463.00
38 | Singamparai 4,720.00 4,570.00 4,550.00( 18,650.00
39 | Surandai 1,760.00 1,720.00 -
40 | Tirunelveli Town - - - -
41 | Tenkasi 9,788.00 9,885.00 9,293.00| 24,082.00
42 | Uthumalai 2,002.00 2,032.00 2,147.00 -
43 | Vadiyoor 2,000.00 2,000.00 1,990.00 -
44 | Vandanam 618.00 705.00 607.00 3,012.00
45 | Veeravanallur 2.,500.00 3,100.00 - -
46 | Velayuthapuram 1,800.00 1,519.00 - -
47 | Venkatachalapuram 2,250.00 2,050.00 - -
48 | Vickramasingapuram 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 -
49 | Xavier Colony 3,5620.00 3,092.00 - -
50 | Thalarkulam 1,230.00 1,570.00 1,200.00 3,000.00
51 | Nalamkattalai 740.00 820.00 850.00 1,435.00
52 | Kalvettankuli 3,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 8,150.00
53 | Shencottai 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 -
54 | Vallam 2,100.00 2,225.00 2,100.00 -
55 | Vaikalipatti 1,401.00 1,5635.00 1,590.00 4,360.00
56 | Sivagiri 1,130.00 1,108.00 1,120.00 -
57 | Rengasamuthiram 539.00 465.00 - -
58 | Kammapatty 1,960.00 1,814.00 1,961.00 -
Total 1,93,023.00 |2,01,396.00 |1,49,120.00| 4,57,258.00
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Opwurflar Bev BHHser

G - 2025

SdBIDTaralT 1515
Priestly Ordination Mass, Thirumalapuram 10,000.00
Episcopal Silver Jubilee Mass of
Rt Rev. A. Jude Paulraj D.D. 10,000.00
&Hm. 2meor LA GLm 6,000.00
&Hmwd. wiw GFsoeuBLorf 1,000.00
Hmd. e1elF6usH Llsl 500.00
GorsHs BmUILSCHTMS 27,500.00
@DTHID  IPBISI LS 27,500.00

FEMLp LDITENTAIT Hevall 155

B emMBIDSH BT, LDmTsVEN6IT 5,080.00
Hm. Crallwmr gre, HmoTsuhai 5,000.00
OTHT FeML, FHMU LOTHT SYEOUWID, euaBi [HEH 3,000.00
BMBLOBSEI, HIHBEV(PHHEMLIL g 2,500.00
EAMBIDGHEEIT, HBIDHTULISSHEILIL 1) 1,000.00
BemmLodH6IT, GLosoliL iy 820.00
D. D. smsit @BloubSTT, Wwenrsvellens 500.00
(et snasull i 2,42,212.00
GorHhHas  endUTHLIL 2,60,112.00
BUDIOTHID SIPHIE LIS 22,000.00
Cords @AmUYSHCHTNH 2,38,112.00

&®Ipu [Bev 1515
SHmoswrd Hmiued aufluims 30,000.00
(st emeUll LI 5,97,647.00
GCloTHHs  endUTHLIL] 6,27,647.00
BUDIDTHID SUPBRIFE WIS 8,000.00
Gorgs GoUUHLCHTHD 6,19,647.00

IDBHFIeN Bev 15155
(wpeir  smaullmii 92,896.00
GUDITHID SUPBRIF WIS 6,000.00
Gorgs GoUUSHLHTHD 86,896.00
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DDAl uah B
CayemoaTCahall @enmIodbSHe6i 500.00
(et emaUilHLIL 2,15,750.00
Grgs GoUUSHLHTMS 2,16,250.00
aflafledlur 15155
QursHs @EHLYSOSHTMNES | 1,58,620.00
IDDMIDTAILL AWiy B
Hmiued aufuirs 1,16,000.00

BISHOP EMERITUS JUDE PAULRAJ'S ENGAGEMENTS
June - 2025

Date Time Programme
01.06.2025 |10.30 AM | First Holy Communion Mass, Trichy
04.06.2025 |09.30 AM | Wedding Mass, Cathedral
07.06.2025 (07.00 PM | Mass, Kallikulam
11.06.2025 | 06.45 PM | Mass, Agarakattu
12.06.2025 [07.00 PM | Feast Mass, Trichy
14.06.2025 |09.00 AM | Golden Jubilee Mass, Chennai
20.06.2025 | 06.00 PM | Flag hoisting and Mass, Irudayanagar

22.06.2025 |10.30 AM [ St.Vincent De Paul Society Golden
Jubilee Celebrations, Kavalkinaru

27.06.2025 | 09.15 AM | Wedding Mass, Virudhunagar
28.06.2025 | 06.00 PM | Feast Mass, Bastian Nagar, Madurai

29.06.2025 [09.30 AM | Feast Mass, Kadayalmudu

+ Jude
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New Curia Members
12.05.2025

Rev. Fr. Xavier Devasagayam - Chancellor Rev. Fr. Deepak Michael Raja - Procurator

For Private Circulation only
Edited & Published by
REV. FR. XAVIER DEVASAGAYAM
CHANCELLOR, CATHOLIC BISHOP'S HOUSE, P.B.No. 108, PALAYAMKOTTAI-2
e-mdil : chancellor@palaymkottaidiocese.org
Web : www.palayamkottaidiocese.org
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